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	Independent Insurance Company


URGENT ACTION

It is likely that a number of members have P.I.I. insurance that is either wholly or partly underwritten by Independent Insurance whose activities have been suspended.

You will appreciate this will put you in a very exposed position. You are recommended to contact your broker, immediately, to arrange replacement cover either in part or in whole. 

If a member has recently paid his premium he should contact his broker to find out whether or not the premium has been passed on. If it has not then you should ask your broker for its immediate return. This would only apply in respect of total cover by Independent.

	Party Walls and Extensions


Members practising outside London found a new source of work in respect to Party Wall matters. 

There is more and more evidence emerging of householders commencing extension works, or alterations, that require Notices being served. Sometimes Notices are not served through ignorance. This exposes the owner, the contractor and possibly an appointed professional to a charge of negligence if things go wrong.

There is also a smaller group, if group is the right word, who deliberately rush in, carry out substantial excavations, back filling with concrete before the Adjoining Owner can draw breath. 

Party Wall Notices cannot be served after the work has been completed, thus damage that has been caused has to be dealt with under Common Law Rights.

An Adjoining Owner has the option of issuing an Injunction. This, in itself, is very expensive and not always prone to success particularly if the Judge, not being fully aware of the Legislation, defers the matter to a later date by which time further damage could have been done. In the event that an Injunction Application fails, the cost to the Adjoining Owner will be considerable.

Perhaps a suggestion of Good Practice would be that where survey reports are commissioned the writer should make reference to the Party Wall Etc Act 1996 informing the client, either in a semi-detached building or a terraced building, of the necessity to serve Notices if certain works are to be carried out. This also applies to detached residencies where works are possible within 6 metres of the adjoining property.

It is only a rough and ready exercise but could result in additional work in the future or as a defence to any suggestion that the householder was not advised by his Surveyor of such implications. Prudence at an early stage can often reap benefits.

	Home Condition Reports


Consequent upon the views of the Membership, at the Annual General Conference, ISA is in the process of forming a company to take a role in the provision of Home Condition Reports under the ISA banner.

Although it must be said that we are in relatively early stages the return of the Government inevitably will mean that Home Condition Reports will continue, thus ISA wishes to be in the forefront of setting up a scheme that will be of benefit to Members.

It is probable that Members will be invited to become shareholders in a company acting as Panel Manager. They will also benefit from work in their particular areas. Being backed by the ISA Code of Standard we anticipate that there will be considerable support.

At the recent Council Meeting it was learnt that a group of Members were prepared to put up capital, now in tens of thousands, to promote this concept. Obviously at this stage there is no need to expend money. 

However if any Member firm or Member is interested in participating at the embryonic stage we would like to hear from you. 

If you would be kind enough to respond to Margaret, under a ‘private and confidential’ banner, that you are interested and whether or not you would be prepared to become a shareholder would be most helpful.

Although we are not requesting any information about how much you would be prepared to contribute, however large or small, if you are happy to provide guidance in this respect it would give your Council a better picture.

David Hamilton FRICS – Chairman

	S A V A


Considerable concern was expressed at the Conference in respect to SAVA’s performance. If any Member has a criticism that he feels strongly about please put it in writing to the Chairman of SAVA, Mr T A Baldeston, whose address is 3 Red Lion Street, Boston, Lincs., PE21 6NY. A copy of that letter would be appreciated by the Administrative Office.

	RICS / ISA


ISA is a focus group within the aegis of the RICS and is as such completely loyal to the aims and objectives of the parent Organisation. I therefore find it confusing that there should be any disharmony between the two parties.

I suggest that both are working towards the common goal of providing a mature, sensible and respected membership and it should not be beyond the ability of both groupings to work in harmony.

ISA must be free to express its considered opinion, which quite obviously at times may be at variance with that expressed by the main RICS Council and Executive.

Colin Bentley FRICS
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